
Chennai is witnessing a transformation in the design of its 
streets and public spaces. Civic agencies are reconsidering 
the purpose of streets, reinvisioning spaces that formerly 
were dedicated to fast movement of motor vehicles through 
articulated designs that support multiple uses. This exhibition 
showcases current initiatives taken up by the Corporation of 
Chennai and other civic bodies to create better streets and 
urban spaces. These projects aim to reorient the city to support 
walking, cycling, and the use of public transport. 

Many of these interventions have received an impetus from the 
Chennai Unified Metropolitan Transport Authority (CUMTA), a 
collaborative body that has helped to facilitate communication 
and exchange of best practices among transport planning 
agencies in the city. The initiatives also benefited from a series 
of stakeholder consultations, site visits, and workshops that 
have helped planners, architects, government officials, and 
citizens alike make well-informed decisions on key transport 
and public space investments.

Our Cities Ourselves (OCO), collaborative programme initiated 
by the Institute for Transportation and Development Policy, 
seeks to facilitate dialogue on present conditions, key 
challenges, and possible solutions. Through these discussions, 
OCO aims to forge new partnerships that will help Chennai 
achieve a future that is more livable, equitable, and sustainable. 

Agency officials 
discuss proposals 
during Envisioning 
the Comprehensive 
Transport Plan for Chennai 
Metropolitan Area, a 
workshop organised by 
the Chennai Metropolitan 
Development Authority and 
ITDP in January 2013.

During a Multimodal Walk 
in April 2013, officials 
of the Chennai Unified 
Metropolitan Transport 
Authority visit Central 
Station to experience 
the conditions faced by 
commuters transferring 
between public transport 
modes.

The Institute for Transportation and Development Policy works with cities worldwide to bring about sustainable transport solutions that cut greenhouse gas emissions, reduce poverty, and improve the 
quality of urban life. Log onto www.itdp.org for more information.

Supported byThis exhibition is held in partnership with

0 1 2 km

... towards a sustainable Chennai.

II Avenue, Besant Nagar

Luz Church Road

Marina Beach Road

Police Commisioners Road

70 Feet Scheme Road

Pondy Bazaar, T.Nagar

Mylapore

Proposed footpath improvement 
along 71 Bus Route Roads under 
TURIF

Proposed pedestrian 
zones showcased in this 
exhibition

Footpath improvement 
projects showcased in this 
exhibitionBrajendra Navneet, former 

Additional Commissioner 
(Works), Corporation of 
Chennai, responds to 
questions from members 
of the public during 
a consultation on the 
pedestrianisation of Pondy 
Bazar in May 2013.



ExistingProposed

Pedestrianisation of Pondy Bazaar, T.Nagar
Design & visualisation: Oasis Designs Inc.

Sir Thyagaraya Road, popularly known as Pondy Bazaar, is a key retail hub in Chennai. The 
market will become a vibrant pedestrian zone with wide walkways, ample seating, and grassy 
play areas. The design prioritises access for cyclists and public transport passengers by 
providing dedicated space for these modes.

The poor quality 
of existing 
footpaths forces 
pedestrians 
to walk in the 
carriageway.

Separate cycle tracks and bus lanes improve safety and convenience for cyclists and public transport users.





Existing

Proposed

The oversized, undefined space for motor vehicles leads to chaotic traffic 
movement and puts pedestrians at risk.

The redesigned junction of North Boag Road and Thyagaraya Road 
provides safe crossings for pedestrians and cyclists while streamlining 
vehicle movements.



Existing

Proposed

On-street parking dominates the entrance of Panagal Park. 

Wide, shaded footpaths provide improved access to shops along 
Thyagaraya Road. The design incorporates new amenities including street 
furniture and improved lighting. A new public space and formal pedestrian 
crossings establish a new connection between Thyagaraya Road and 
Panagal Park.



On-street parking has been the most dominating feature in T.Nagar for many years. 

Far right: View of entrance of Panagal Park

Right:  Proposed plan of the intersection.



Existing

Proposed

Large crossing distances make it difficult for pedestrians to navigate the 
junction.

The proposal envisions a new gateway to T Nagar at the junction of Anna 
Salai and Thyagaraya Road. Formal pedestrian crossings and median 
refuge islands will improve safety and convenience for pedestrians.



ExistingProposed

Temple visitors 
are forced to 
navigate around 
masses of 
parked vehicles.

Pedestrianisation of Mylapore
Design: Kavitha Selvaraj & C S Raghuram | Visualisation: Arun Babu T, Lucid Dream

Mylapore is a historic and cultural centre of Chennai. The streets surrounding the Kapalesshwar 
Temple area vibrant vending zones and yet over the years, motorised vehicles have come to 
dominate the urban landscape of the area. The proposal adjusts the traffic circulation pattern 
around the temple, preventing through traffic on narrow, inner streets, and creating a one-way 
loop on the Mada streets. A new pedestrian plaza creates a dignified entrance to the iconic 
temple.

The design creates a new public space at the Kapaleeshwar Temple entrance.



Existing

Proposed

Chaotic parking occupies much of the right-of-way, leaving pedestrians to 
jostle with moving vehicles in the rest of the available space.

The redesigned North Mada Street in Mylapore features wide footpaths 
and organised parking bays.



ExistingProposed

Design & visualisation: Architecture RED

Footpath Improvement on IInd Avenue, Besant Nagar

IInd Avenue, connecting MG Road and a city bus terminal, is the commercial hub of the Chennai 
suburb of Besant Nagar. Existing footpath fragments vary in width, height, and surface quality 
and are blocked by ramps at property entrances. Many pedestrians walk in the carriageway next 
to moving vehicles. The new design expands the footpaths on both sides of IInd Avenue and adds 
a cycle track on the western side of the street. 

Poor pedestrian 
infrastructure 
along the retail 
edge makes 
walking difficult. 

New, widened footpaths along IInd Avenue improve access to local shops. The physical demarcation of parking bays and the use of 
bollards aim to reduce encroachments on the footpath.



Existing

Proposed

The shoulders of the street are currently unwalkable because of parking 
and poor surface conditions.

The design features a bicycle lane along the quieter, residential side of 
the street, envisioned to become part of a larger network of cycle tracks 
providing connectivity to Elliot’s Beach. 



ExistingProposed

Design: Kavitha Selvaraj & C S Raghuram | Visualisation: Pallavi Gupta

Footpath Improvement on Luz Church Road

Luz Church Road is to be redeveloped as part of projects identified under the Tamil Nadu Urban 
Road Infrastructure Fund (TURIF). The proposed design features a 8m wide central promenade 
that would serve as a vibrant public space incorporating elements capturing the historic & 
cultural importance of Luz and Mylapore.

New walkways, 
including 
a median 
promenade, offer 
multiple routes 
for pedestrians.

Excessive carriageway space and a lack of formal pedestrian crossings on Luz Church Road result in severe hazards for 
pedestrians wishing to cross the road.



ExistingProposed

Design: Institute for Transportation and Development Policy | Visualisation: Pallavi Gupta

Redesign of Marina Beach Service Road

Where the existing landscape at the Marina features an undefined expanse of road space and 
surface parking, the proposal features design interventions that are able to support different 
activities and user groups. A continuous, two-way cycle track spanning the length of Marina 
Beach provides a fast, safe mobility corridor for cyclists.

The service lane 
on Marina Beach 
is primarily 
used for vehicle 
parking.

A continuous cycle track allows cyclists to avoid intersection delays and the fast-moving traffic on Kamarajar Salai.



BeforeAfter

The redesigned footpaths are continuous and unobstructed. Partially 
completed 
storm-water 
infrastructure 
forced 
pedestrians 
to walk in the 
carriageway.

Footpath improvement on Police Commisioners Road
Design: Kavitha Selvaraj & C S Raghuram

Redeveloped under the Tamil Nadu Urban Road Infrastructure Fund (TURIF), Police 
Commissioner Road features wide, well-constructed footpaths that create a safe walking 
environment for pedestrians.



Before

After

Prior to construction, the old footpath had all but vanished into the dirt and 
rubble of the road margin.

The newly constructed footpath serves as a space for social gathering 
outside shops and also provides ample clear space for walking.



Before

After

Despite relatively good finishing, the narrow width of the prior footpath 
meant that most pedestrians preferred to walk in the carriageway.

The reconstructed footpath is wide enough to accommodate pedestrian 
movements.



Before

After

(Left to right) Previously, the street offered pedestrians two 
choices: walk in the dirt or share the carriageway with fast-
moving vehicles.

People waiting for a bus had to stand in the carriageway.

(Left to right) The wide, flat surface of the new footpath has 
been quick to attract users. 

View of a new Bus Bulb Out and wider footpath constructed on 
Pantheon Road.



BeforeAfter

The reconstructed footpath remains at the same level at property entrances, providing superior access for pedestrians. High curbs, 
inadequate 
width, and 
numerous 
obstructions 
made the 
existing footpath 
impossible to 
use.

Footpath improvement on 70 feet Scheme Road
Design: KSM Consultants Pvt. Ltd.

70 Feet Scheme Road was redesigned to create an uninterrupted pedestrian realm as part of 
projects identified under the Tamil Nadu Urban Road Infrastructure Fund (TURIF). The new 
design defines on-street parking areas and discrete vehicular access points for private property 
to reduce vehicle encroachments on the pedestrian realm.


